Form C - The peer-review report

Name of the Scout centre, NSO/NSA, and the peer-reviewer

SCOUTS

Creating a Better World

Camp Samac, Scouts Canada, Paul Garofolo Blue Springs Scout Reserve

Brief information about the Scout centre and the findings during the review process.

Explanation of the peer-reviewer’s reasoning on the requirements according to the following

model:

Key requirements

A natural area, including
all sub-criteria

Environmental education,
including all sub-criteria

Environmental
management, including all
sub-criteria

Best practices

Camp Samac is a 76 hectare property with 66 hectares of natural area that
include forest, meadow lake and stream. The very important water ways
transversing the property or home to spawning salmon runs from Lake Ontario.
There is sufficient land and water for youth to explore, learn experience the native
flora and fauna of Camp Samac.

Camp Samac provides educational workshops for environmental issues and best
practices. Campers have the opportunity to participate in hands-on activities
related to ecology and specific environmental issues. They earn environmental
badges and participate in Scouting challenges, such as "Helping you Local

i a scout by Scouts Canada.

Camp Samac has indeed implemented a thorough environmental policy
aimed at environmental conservation, protection and education. As part of
Scouts Canada Properties umbrella Camp Samac has been and continues to
be one of the more exemplary Scout Camps in Canada. Samac has actively
engaged with the community and environmental agencies on ongoing
projects.

Areas for improvement

Currently Camp Samac is actively re-establishing its native forest element. Some forested
areas of the camp have suffered tree damage due to storms over the years and many of
these trees are non-native Scots pine which are ubiquitous throughout much of Southern
Ontario. However Camp Samac has taken to the task of building a green house to grow
native plants and trees in order to rehabilitate the forest.

Through Camp Samac's greenhouse program they are not only reclaiming native species but
are growing vegetables to be donated to local food banks for people in need. As part of the
17SDG's this is a great first step for Samac's SCENES journey. They have engaged with the
local regional conservation authority in stream study programs for salmon habitat in their
waterways. Samac will continue to fulfill the list of SDGs and provide awareness through

Camp Samac will look to continue to develop ecologically
sound operating procedures and practices and develop
programs and projects that compliment the Earth Tribe
initiative.

Highlights of the Scout centre and suggestions for the future development of the centre, including

Camp Samac is a gem of green space within the larger urban environment of Oshawa, Ontario, a fast growing urban centre near the city of Toronto. Samac's ecologically responsible
initiatives have so far been a great success for scouts and leaders from all over Ontario and the local community. The new nature centre and the new green house are just two examples of

new initiatives that have facili the il ion of

This group will continue to improve upon existing programs and be an shining example to Scout Camps in Canada.

its involvement in the network

Conclusion, including the peer-reviewer’s suggestion for the final verdict

. This camp has a tremendous team of volunteers and staff that promote and support these initiatives.

Camp Samac is absolutely deserving of SCENES designation. They have outperformed most camps in Ontario in terms of Environmental
intiatives and related program support. Samac has developed great relationships with local community groups and will continue to be a
leader in environmental awareness and education for the local community on behalf of Scouts Canada.
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